KING FEATURES SYNDICATE ESTABLISHES
JAY KENNEDY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
TO ASSIST ASPIRING CARTOONISTS
Scholarship Administered by the National Cartoonists Society Foundation 

NEW YORK, November 7,  2007 – King Features Syndicate has committed $100,000 to establish an endowed scholarship fund in honor of Jay Kennedy, who served as King Features Syndicate Editor in Chief from 1997 until his untimely death earlier this year. 
The Jay Kennedy Memorial Scholarship Fund, which will be administered by the National Cartoonists Society Foundation (NCSF), will enhance two of the nonprofit organization’s major goals – to advance the ideals and standards of professional cartooning in its many forms and to stimulate and encourage interest in and acceptance of the art of cartooning by aspiring cartoonists, students and the general public. King Features and the NCSF and will spearhead additional fundraising for the Jay Kennedy Memorial Scholarship Fund.
T.R. “Rocky” Shepard III, president of King Features Syndicate, said, “We hope this scholarship will continue Jay’s legacy of creativity and generosity. He had a profound impact on our industry, certainly in strengthening King’s roster of talented comics creators and in articulating his vision for the future of the art form. But more importantly, Jay spent countless hours providing advice, support and encouragement to aspiring cartoonists.”                                                        
“This scholarship will be a big boost to the careers of aspiring cartoonists,” said Daryl Cagle, president of the National Cartoonists Society Foundation. “College students’ work will be judged by a jury of top, professional cartoonists. The talented winner will meet his cartooning heroes as a guest at our annual convention and will receive his award on stage at our Reuben Awards celebration. We appreciate King Features’ support in establishing the scholarship to honor our friend, Jay Kennedy, and we look forward to making this a new tradition in the cartooning community.”
The first recipient of the Jay Kennedy Memorial Scholarship Fund is to be feted at the Annual Reuben Awards ceremony during the National Cartoonists Society’s annual convention, which will be held in New Orleans over Memorial Day Weekend 2008. Named after famed cartoonist Rube Goldberg, the Reuben Award is considered to be the “Oscar®” of the cartooning world.
Contributions to the Jay Kennedy Memorial Scholarship may be made payable to the National Cartoonists Society Foundation and mailed to:

National Cartoonists Society Foundation

Attention:  Donations

341 N. Maitland Avenue, Suite 130

Maitland, FL  32751-4761
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About Jay Kennedy

Jay Kennedy joined King Features Syndicate in 1988 as deputy comics editor and became comics editor one year later. He was named editor in chief in 1997.

From 1983 to 1988, Kennedy served as cartoon editor of Esquire magazine, also owned by Hearst Corporation. At the same time, he served as a humor book agent as well as a cartoon consultant and editor for magazines and publishers, including People and Whittle Communications. In addition, he was guest editor in 1985 for the “European Humor” issue released by the National Lampoon.

Kennedy wrote articles about the history of cartooning, and profiled cartoonists and contemporary comics for magazines including New Age Journal, Heavy Metal, New York, The IGA Journal, and Escape, an English bi-monthly. He was also the author of “The Underground Comix Guide” (1982). Kennedy’s interest in comics was worldwide and lifelong. 
Before graduating with a sociology degree from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, Kennedy studied sculpting and conceptual art at The School of Visual Arts in New York City.

Kennedy once explained that he chose a life in cartooning because “in the fine arts, artists generally comment on the world only obliquely; and sadly, only those people who have the leisure to study art history can fully appreciate their comments. By contrast, cartoons are an art form accessible to all people. They can simply laugh at the jokes or look beyond them to see the artist’s view of the world. Cartoons are multi-leveled art accessible to everyone at whatever level they choose to enjoy.”

In keeping with that philosophy, Kennedy made a bequest of his vast personal collection of underground comics to The Ohio State University Cartoon Research Library, the preeminent library of comics and cartoon art in the country.
About King Features Syndicate 
King Features Syndicate is a member of Hearst Entertainment and Syndication Group, which combines Hearst Corporation’s cable network partnerships, television programming activities, and newspaper syndication and merchandise licensing operations. King Features is the world’s premier distributor of comics, columns, editorial cartoons, puzzles and games, distributing in print and online some 150 features to nearly 5,000 newspapers around the globe. Among its most popular comics are Blondie, Beetle Bailey, Zits, Baby Blues and Mutts. For more information, visit www.kingfeatures.com.
About the National Cartoonists Society Foundation
The National Cartoonists Society Foundation (NCSF) is the charitable arm of the National Cartoonists Society (NCS). The NCSF is run by NCS member cartoonists who are appointed by the NCS Board of Directors.  The Foundation draws upon the resources and talent of the cartooning community to support the profession through donations and programs with The Ohio State University and other institutions; scholarships to colleges and directly to aspiring cartoonists and aid to indigent cartoonists. The Foundation works alongside the NCS to raise awareness and appreciation of cartooning as an art form.
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