Interview with Ocala, FL Rep

This is an interview with Ocala, Florida schools representative Kevin Christian. I ended up talking to him on the phone about an hour after I sent my questions, and he must have forgotten because he sent me answers three days later. I thought he represented his school system honorably in both interviews.

TOM SPURGEON: Can you tell me how long Ms. Clifford has been in her current position? 

KEVIN CHRISTIAN: She's been with Marion County Public Schools at Wyomina Park Elementary since 2003.  Prior to that, she was also with MCPS from 1990-96.

SPURGEON: Can you say exactly what it was in the cartoon that made this something to call the police over rather than something a kid might do in school to act out.  What about the cartoon implied a threat?  

CHRISTIAN: I have not personally seen the cartoons.  However, obviously the teacher had enough concern over these drawings and their effects on the victim that she took it to the attention of the guidance counselor, who in turn took it to school administrators and eventually the school resource officer.  Only law enforcement, not school districts, has the authority to arrest a student.  All we can do as a school system is suspend and/or expel a student.  We have no legal authority over the court system.

SPURGEON: Had the kids been in trouble before?  

CHRISTIAN: Because of FERPA (the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act), I cannot discuss students' discipline records.

SPURGEON: Is there any special consideration or treatment that might have been offered the kids because of their status as Special education students?

CHRISTIAN: Because of FERPA, I cannot discuss students and whether or not they're involved in Exceptional Student Education programs.

SPURGEON: For how long have the kids been suspended?  

CHRISTIAN: Both students were suspended for five days.

SPURGEON: Is this the first case of its type in Marion county?

CHRISTIAN: In my four years here, law enforcement arrests students on a near-daily basis.  However, I've never heard of students being arrested for threats of violence via drawings or sketches.
